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DOCTOR-ASSISTED SUICIDE

Quebecers Overwhelmingly Call
for Assisted Suicide Guidelines
Supporters of all three main political parties support enacting legislation
that would allow doctors to help some terminally ill patients end their lives.
[OTTAWA – Feb. 14, 2013] – Most people in
Quebec voice support for a regulation that would
permit a form of doctor-assisted suicide in the
province, a new Angus Reid Public Opinion poll
has found.
In the online survey of a representative sample of
804 Quebecers, 86 per cent of respondents
support enacting legislation aimed at allowing
doctors to help some terminally ill patients end
their lives.
A provincial panel of legal experts recently
recommended establishing guidelines to deal with
medically assisted end-of-life procedures. Only
one-in-ten Quebecers (10%) are opposed to this
idea, while four per cent are undecided.

KEY FINDINGS
 86% support enacting legislation aimed at
allowing doctors to help some terminally
ill patients end their lives
Full topline results are at the end of this release.
From February 4 to February 5, 2013, Angus Reid Public
Opinion conducted an online survey among 804 randomly
selected Quebec adults who are Angus Reid Forum panellists.
The margin of error—which measures sampling variability—is
+/- 3.5%, 19 times out of 20. The results have been statistically
weighted according to the most current education, age, gender
and region Census data to ensure a sample representative of
the entire adult population of Quebec. Discrepancies in or
between totals are due to rounding.

It is important to note that supporters of the three
main political parties in Quebec are in favour of the idea, including 84 per cent of those who voted for the
Liberal Party in the 2012 provincial election, 86 per cent of those who supported the Coalition Avenir
Québec, and 93 per cent of those who backed the governing Parti Québécois.
An Angus Reid Public Opinion survey on the topic of euthanasia conducted in 2010 showed that 78 per
cent of Quebecers supported the legalization of euthanasia in Canada, by far the largest proportion in any
Canadian region and 15 points higher than the national average (63%).
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About Angus Reid Public Opinion
Angus Reid Public Opinion is a public affairs practice headed by Dr. Angus Reid: an industry visionary who
has spent more than four decades asking questions to figure out what people feel, how they think and who
they will vote for. A team of talented and experienced practitioners with a unique and profound
understanding of global issues conduct high quality research throughout the world on a daily basis for
corporations, governments, academic researchers, and non-profit organizations.

About Vision Critical®
Vision Critical is a global research and technology firm that creates software and services solutions for
over 600 clients, including one third of the world’s top 100 brands. The company has offices across North
America, Europe and Australia as well as a Global Partner Program that provides other research
companies and consultants with access to top-of-the-line technology. Its Sparq™ product is the most
widely adopted community panel platform on the planet.
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For more information, please contact
our spokesperson listed in the footnote.
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Euthanasia
As you may know, a provincial panel of legal experts studying medically assisted end-of-life procedures
has recommended enacting legislation aimed at allowing doctors to help some terminally ill patients end
their lives. All things considered, do you support or oppose this idea?
Quebec

Gender

Age

Language

Male

Female

18-34

35-54

55+

French

English

Support

86%

89%

83%

83%

87%

86%

87%

75%

Oppose

10%

9%

11%

10%

10%

11%

10%

11%

Not sure

4%

2%

6%

7%

3%

3%

3%

13%

Euthanasia
As you may know, a provincial panel of legal experts studying medically assisted end-of-life procedures
has recommended enacting legislation aimed at allowing doctors to help some terminally ill patients end
their lives. All things considered, do you support or oppose this idea?

Quebec

Party Supported in 2012 Election
Parti
Liberal Party of Coalition Avenir
Québécois
Quebec
Québec

Support

86%

93%

84%

86%

Oppose

10%

6%

11%

10%

Not sure

4%

2%

5%

4%
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